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Administrative team in Winnipeg November 2021: Barnie Aggark, 
Kelly Kadjuk, Sarah Newell, Noah Kadlak, and Paul Angutetuar. 
 

ABOUT US 
The Foxe Basin Kivalliq North Sapujiyiit Society is a collaboration 
between the communities of Chesterfield Inlet, Coral Harbour, and 
Naujaat.  Our Sapujiyiit Society was formed to protect the waters, 
marine mammals, and Inuit living in the region.   
 

This will be done through our Guardians program which will hire Inuit 
in each community to monitor changes and shipping traffic, clean the 
waters, and collect data within our region.  We will also conduct 
research regarding the changes in climate, wildlife, and gather Inuit 
Traditional Knowledge about what changes have already occurred 
locally.  The Sapujiyiit Society will also facilitate communication and 
consultation between community members and external researchers 
or organizations to improve the work being conducted in the region.   
 

A big part of our mission is to increase the research capacity of Inuit 
through training our Guardians and interested youth to become local 
researchers. 

Featured team members: 
Each month we feature team 
members to allow you to get to 
know us all a little better.  This 
month we are featuring two 
members of our Administrative 
team. 

 

Sarah Newell 
Our Executive Director and Lead 
Researcher, Sarah Newell 
describes her position with the 
Sapujiyiit Society as her dream job.  
She began working in Nunavut in 
2016 by collaborating on 
community-based research in 
Chesterfield Inlet.  Her PhD 
research focused on how shipping 
and climate change was impacting 
marine mammals and the Inuit 
who rely on them.  She has also 
worked in Coral Harbour on a 
household water survey.  In her 
new role, Sarah will work with the 
directors in each community to 
understand what their research 
interests are and to conduct 
research across the communities, 
while also managing the Sapujiyiit 
Society activities.
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Barnie Aggark 
As Senior Executive Director, 
Barnie overseas the operations 
of the Guardians programs in 
each community.  He also serves 
as the Director for Chesterfield 
Inlet’s Guardians program.  
Barnie has been involved with 
the local HTO, Search and 
Rescue, and Canadian Rangers 
for over 20 years.  He has also 
collaborated with different 
researchers on projects in 
Chesterfield Inlet. 
 
Featured partners and 
collaborators: 
The work of our Sapujiyiit 
Society would not be possible 
without the support of our 
partner organizations and 
collaborators.  Each month we 
will also feature one of these 
organizations. 
 
In December we want to 
highlight the amazing support of 
World Wildlife Fund and Erin 
Keenan! 
 

NOVEMBER’S ACTIVITIES 
In Winnipeg from November 15-19, the first in-person 
meeting of the Sapujiyiit Society occurred.  This included our 
Administrative Team which is composed of Sarah Newell (Executive 
Director and Lead Researcher), Barnie Aggark (Senior Executive Director 
and Chesterfield Inlet Director), Noah Kadlak (Coral Harbour Director), 
Paul Angutetuar (Naujaat Director), and Kelly Kadjuk (translator). 
 
During these meetings, the Administrative Team compiled a history of 
the concerns raised by community members in the region to detail the 
work that informed the creation of the Sapujiyiit Society.  This document 
is attached to this email and will become the history page for our 
upcoming website.  Our history will also be used as the foundation for a 
chapter in the upcoming Small-Scale Fisheries book detailing cases 
across Canada.  Additionally, a Sapujiyiit Society overview was developed 
which outlines: our organizational structure; the focus of our work with 
the Guardians program; our in-house research; our collaboration with 
external researchers and organizations; our long-term outcomes and 
vision; and our collaborating partners.  This document is also attached to 
this email and the information contained in it will also be found on our 
website once it launches. 
 
The Administrative Team also met with researchers from the University 
of Manitoba to get an update on the GENICE I & II projects and discussed 
future collaborations with the Sapujiyiit Society.  They have generously 
offered to host our next Sapujiyiit Society in-person meeting in Churchill 
in the New Year.  While in Winnipeg, we also met with Chris Debicki and 
Paul Labun from Oceans North and updated them since our meeting in 
September and October.  We also met with Joel Ingram and Charlotte 
Sharkey from the Department of Fisheries and Oceans to discuss changes 
that could be made to our funding proposal which will increase our 
chances of success. 
 
We had intended to meet a final time in Iqaluit at the beginning of 
December, however, weather delays hampered this effort.  We have 
become an official incorporated society under the Government of 
Nunavut and are excited to continue our work in 2022.



 
 

 
WWF and Erin Keenan 
The World Wildlife Fund has 
been an important collaborator 
with Chesterfield Inlet and 
Barnie Aggark since 2016.  
Following the technical hearings 
for the Draft Nunavut Land Use 
Plan, a mapping workshop was 
hosted by WWF in the 
community.  This meeting 
resulted in the Nunatsiaq News 
article titled “Solutions exist for 
Chesterfield Inlet’s marine life 
concerns.” 
 
When we began pursuing an 
independent society through 
the GN, WWF was one of our 
first calls.  Erin and the team at 
WWF have been enthusiastic 
supporters of our initiative ever 
since.  Not only has the 
organization provided the 
financial support for many of 
our meetings, but the 
administrative support we have 
received has also been amazing.  
Erin Keenan has advised us 
about WWF’s experience with 
other Guardians programs, 
organized travel arrangements 
(and changed them many times 
due to weather!), and even 
chauffeured us to and from the 
airport.  Thanks so much Erin 
and WWF, we wouldn’t be 
where we are today without 
you!

UPCOMING EVENTS AND 
ACTIVITIES… 
 

As the year ends, the Administrative Team are 
wrapping things up and preparing for an exciting 
new year in 2022.  We have been invited to 
present our proposal to the Kivalliq Inuit 
Association at their meeting in Whale Cove in 
February.  We look forward to our presentation 
and discussion with the board members. 

 

In the New Year, Barnie and Sarah will resume securing letters of support 
from our partners and collaborators – so if you haven’t shared yours yet, 
you can expect an email.  We look forward to discussing any questions 
you have, so please feel free to contact us at either 
barnieaggark@sapujiyiit.org or sarahnewell@sapujiyiit.org.  At this time 
we are focusing on getting letters of support for our new Sapujiyiit 
Society and will discuss the details of that support as we go along. 
 

Welcome new team members, partners, and 
collaborators 
 
We would like to conclude our first newsletter by officially welcoming 
you all into the Foxe Basin Kivalliq North Sapujiyiit/Guardians of the Sea 
family.  A huge thank you to all those we have had the pleasure of 
working with to this point and we look forward to developing new 
working relationships within the Sapujiyiit Society family. 
 

The Sapujiyiit Society would also like to thank 
the organizations that have generously given 
their financial support in 2021: 

  

WWF, Michelle Kamula & UofM, and MakeWay! 
 

Wishing you all a happy, healthy, and safe 
holiday season and see you in 2022!  


