
The VACCINATION Protocol for RABIES VACCINATION in DOG’s 
 

IMPORTANT: This does not apply to people – consult the health Centre for people 

bitten by a fox. This is considered an emergency. 

 

VACCINATION OF DOGS FOR RABIES:   

ALL DOGS should be vaccinated for rabies. NO EXCEPTIONS. Rabies can be 

transmitted to people, so this is a health concern. 

• Vaccines are supplied by Public Health, the Environmental Health 

Officer. There is no charge for rabies vaccination for a dog. 

 

Handling and administrating the vaccine: 

When you get the vaccine, keep it REFRIGERATED but DO NOT FREEZE. 

• It is not necessary to mix anything, just draw the vaccine from the vial into syringe. Each 

vial contains 10 injections. 

Inject 1cc - under the skin (try the area above the shoulder where the skin is loose), or, if dog 

is hard to handle, into the muscle of the hindquarter.  If the dog is sick, DO NOT VACCINATE IT.  

 

PUPPIES 

The earliest a puppy can be vaccinated for rabies is 12 weeks. DO 

vaccinate at 12-18 weeks if possible. 

• A puppy must be vaccinated (boosted) again one year from the first 

vaccination. After that, can vaccinate every three years.  

 

ADULT DOGS 

• Adult dogs should be vaccinated as soon as the owner can do it when taking on the care 

of a dog.  

• Vaccinate and then repeat the vaccination one year later. After this you can vaccinate 

every three years. 

• There is increasing evidence that vaccines are effective far longer than originally 

thought, and that a dog that has been vaccinated twice for rabies is likely immune for 

10 years. 



TAG AND CERTIFICATE 

• The tag and certificate are proof of vaccination of a dog, and the owner is responsible 

for caring for that proof. 

• When you vaccinate a dog, do not forget to give a tag to the owner, and tell them they 

must put it on the dog’s collar.  

• Record the tag number on the certificate and tell them to SAVE the certificate as it will 

be needed if the dog is bitten or bites someone. 

 

IF A DOG IS BITTEN BY A FOX:     

• If a vaccinated dog is bitten by a fox or a dog that you do not KNOW to be vaccinated, 

REVACCINATE the bitten dog as soon as possible, within 3 days if possible.  

• If an Unvaccinated dog is bitten by a rabid fox, vaccination after the bite is NOT 

recommended. Dog must be put down, or strictly isolated for 6 MONTHS.  

 

IF A DOG BITES A PERSON: 

• If an unvaccinated dog bites a person, DO NOT vaccinate the dog. It must be confined 

and observed. 

• If there is proof of vaccination of the dog, then it must be confined for 10 days, or the 

length of time approved by the Dept. of Health.  

• If there is no proof of vaccination, then you must consider the dog unvaccinated, and 

confinement must be done in a securely fenced facility, 10-14 days or more. YOU MUST 

CONSULT WITH PUBLIC HEALTH or a nurse in your community. If the animal becomes 

sick or exhibits neurological symptoms, the person bitten must receive the rabies 

prophylactic shots, so it is essential to stay in touch with the health authorities on this.  

• If you hear of a dog bite that breaks the skin, you need to report it to the health Centre, 

and need to make sure the person is seen at the health Centre.  

FOX BITES: 

• Any physical contact with a fox should be reported, including petting, licking, 

scratching the skin. 

• If there is a fox bite, consult the health Centre AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

• Inform the wildlife officer in your community ASAP, of the location of the fox and what 

happened. 

• If children are involved, pass the names of any children on to the Health Centre. Parents 

will be contacted. Do not trust that the children will report this to their parents. 



CONTACT: 

Vaccines can be sent out from Rankin Inlet:  

• Contact the Environmental Health Officer (Gary Nelson) at (867) 645-8071. 

• If Gary is not available, consult Mark Wyatt at the FIRE DEPARTMENT in 

Rankin Inlet (867) 645-2528. Or email the Rankin Inlet Fire Chief: 

E-mail: rifirechief@northwestel.net 

 

 

 

Call Page Burt at (867) 645-6428 if you have questions. 
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